January 11, 2007

Cardinal Adam Maida
Archdiocese of Detroit
1234 Washington Boulevard
Detroit, M| 38226

Dear Cardinal Maida,

We write to express our deep concern over the prohibition against Bishop Gumbleton
remaining at St. Leo Parish as its administrator. Pastors beyond retirement age have
remained as administrators of their parish if they wish and are in good health — as is the
case with Bishop Gumbleton. We consider this decision to be ill-advised, whatever its
source.

As you know, Bishop Gumbleton is beloved by the people of St. Leo’s. This decision is
against their wishes. It is a particularly disturbing instance of the archdiocesan direction
toward clustering and/or merging viable parishes.

We ask to meet with you to clarify for us the source and rationale of this decision. We
further request that no change be made at St. Leo until a more satisfactory resolution is
reached that enjoys the support of both the people of St. Leo and the wider communion of
parishes that make up the Church in Detroit.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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(Our contact person is Fr. Tom Lumpkin: (313) 963-4539)



